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THEOLOGIANS BELIEVE NEW PONTIFF SHOULD HAIL FROM THIRD WORLD, 
CONTINUE DIALOGUE BETWEEN WORLD RELIGIONS 
DAYTON, Ohio- As the conclave of cardinals prepares to meet next week in the 
Sistine Chapel to vote on a new pope, theologians at the University of Dayton believe the new 
pontiff should hail from the Third World where Catholicism is growing fastest. 
"John Paul II was elected at a time when the tensions between the first world and the 
Soviet bloc were at a high point. Today, after the fall of the Soviet bloc, the main global issue 
is the relationship between the first and Third World," said Dennis Doyle, professor of religious 
studies at the University of Dayton and author of 11The Church Emerging from Vatican II: A 
Popular Approach to Contemporary Catholicism. 11 
The new pope, Doyle said, must be able to address 11 the gap between the haves and the 
have-nots, international debt, global capitalism and respect for various cultures. Electing a 
pope from the Third World will symbolize both the global nature of the Catholic church and 
the fact that ultimately we all live in one world larger than either the 1first1 or the 1third." 1 
In a time of religious strife on the global stage, the Catholic church1s dialogue between 
world religions must continue, according to the Rev. James Heft, S.M., chancellor and professor 
of faith and culture at the University of Dayton. 11John Paul II did a great deal to move that 
dialogue ahead/ said Heft, editor of 11Beyond Violence: Religious Sources for Social 
Transformation in Judaism, Christianity and Islam. 11 
As the former president of the International Catholic Association for Radio and 
Television, Sister Angela Ann Zukowski, M.H.S.H., frequently traveled to Third-World nations. 
She also served on the Pontifical Council for Social Communication at the Vatican as the first 
woman with voting privileges. 
11I imagine a pope from Asia would offer the church and the world a new way to 
dialogue with world religions/ said Zukowski, director of the Institute for Pastoral Initiatives 
at the University of Dayton. 11The political, social, religious and cultural issues of the Mideast, 
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Southeast Asia and Asia offer some unique religious opportunities and moral issues. 11 
The new pope will face thorny issues, particularly if he emerges from either Africa or 
Latin America. "Not only do we have Islam and Christian tensions, but tribal violence and 
specific cultural issues unique to Africa need to be addressed, such as family life, role of 
women, poverty, AIDS and education," she said. 
"The same reality applies to Latin America. Yet here we must also look at liberation 
theology, the exploding oppression of people and growing number of women and men 
martyrs," she said. 
Zukowski does not believe the cardinals will look at their assignment of selecting a new 
pontiff with a Western mentality. "John Paul II appointed a rich diversity of cardinals from 
various parts of the world, and I would like to believe he wanted a rich dialogue among the 
cardinals during the conclave. 11 
The cardinals will pick someone with Vatican experience and a reputation for being a 
11uniter11 who1s orthodox, levelheaded and diplomatic, predicted Maureen Tilley, associate 
professor of religious studies at the University of Dayton who has studied the history of the 
Vatican and papal procedures. 
The challenges facing a new pope will be enormous, contends Sandra Yocum Mize, 
chair of the religious studies department at the University of Dayton. They include 
evangelization throughout the world, interreligious dialogue with Jews and Muslims, 
consumerism and militarism. "The internal challenges will need to center on fostering inspiring 
clerical, episcopal and lay leadership in the church, consideration of women1s roles in 
leadership and ministry, inspiring people-- young and old-- to lives of holiness, and passing 
on the faith to the next generation," she said. 
John Paul II endeared himself to the world1s 1 billion Catholics and many other people 
of all faiths because he emerged as a global leader with extraordinary communication skills 
and a strong rapport with youth. For Catholics, where the new pope emerges from may not be 
as important as his ability to transcend cultures with his message of faith. 
"I hope the new pope will have charismatic qualities, ones distinct from but as 
powerful as those of John Paul II, that will enable him to connect with audiences of all ages 
and all cultures," Doyle said. 
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